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otherwise we should have continued to sink miserably step
by step."71
Germany, likewise, incurred some of the suspicion and
odium which fell upon her ally. This distrust and antago-
nism was to be found, however, much more among the
Entente Powers, particularly in Russia and England, than,
as one might have expected, in Serbia.72 Though Germany
had not actually had definite foreknowledge of Aehrenthal's
Annexation step, nor encouraged him to take it, the Powers
—and many historians—were hardly convinced by Ger-
many's assertions, at the time and later, as to the real facts.
They naturally suspected, from the way in which Berlin
firmly supported Vienna during the whole crisis, that Ger-
many was Austria's accomplice from the outset and thor-
oughly approved of her action.73 Germany's effort to find
a solution, which would sanction Austria's fait accompli,
and at the same time offer Izvolski a line of retreat from a
position which Russians more sensible than he realized was
untenable, was twisted into a "threat of force" or "ulti-
matum." It was represented as a brutal German attempt
71 Brandenburg, p. 287.
72Stanojevitch, pp. 36-42, shows that the Serbians felt no particular
animus against Germany during the following years. This was owing
in part to the greatly increased trade relations between the two countries
during and after the 'Tig War." It may have been also owing partly to
Serbia's realization that Germany often used her influence to restrain
Austria from an aggressive Balkan policy. Though Izvolski's bitter hatred
was mainly directed against Aehrenthal, that of the Russian people, led
by the Pan-Slav Press, was henceforth directed more against Germany;
see Pourtales' reports, Mar.-Sept. 1909; G.P., XXVI, 777-858. The
English Government's attitude was colored by the strongly Russophil
attitude of Sir Arthur Nicolson, British Ambassador to Russia, who was
soon to become permanent Under-Secretary in the British Foreign Office
and to exert a strong pro-Russian influence on Sir Edward Grey; cj.
Grey, I, 182, 304ff.; and G. P., XXVI, 732, note; 738ff,, 866.
73 "We have to deal with an action which permits of no contra-
diction, which has been agreed upon between Vienna and Berlin/* tele«-
graphed Izvolski to the Russian ambassadors in London and Paris
on Mar, 23, 1909, in reporting the last stage of the crisis; Siebert
Schreiner, p. 260.

